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Executive Summary

Franklin Avenue, in the Seward ne1ghborhood of south Minneapolis, receives a lot of
traffic due to its proximity to Interstate Highway 94, the University of Minnesota,
Fairview Hospital, and the Franklin Avenue bridge over the Mississippi River. In
addition, the residential neighborhood surrounding Franklin is fairly dense, including two
high-rises with over 500 units. Because .of this density, there is concern that parking on
Franklin is becoming “maxed out” and Wlll not be able to handle additional development

Thls study, funded by Seward Redesign, is an effort to address parking issues along
Franklin Avenue in Seward, between Minnehaha

Avenue and 31% Avenue. Within the study area, 1 Type : [ Total Spaces
approximately 0.8 miles long (from 20 Ave to 31* Commercial On-Street 218 |
Avenue) by 0.2 miles wide (from 9™ St S to 22™ St Commercial Lot SED!
E), there are almost one thousand commercial Residential Lot . 1326
parking spaces and almost nine hundred residential Residential . 5671

spaces (see table at right).
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In fact, because of the
nature of parking

currently, changes along - : :
Franklin could even lead to move readlly—avaﬂable parking. Along parts of Franklin that

were measured in detail, there is fairly low turnover, with cars spending approximately an
hour parked. The addition of a few higher-turnover businesses could increase the-number -

‘of cars that could use each available space.




Though the c - :

. percentage of parking 140 : ‘ o
use for the total study 120
area is low, each 100 A
block differs greatly. 80 k-
In fact, one problem 60 Ll
of commercial . 40 |
parking along . 20 -

' Franklin is an uneven o &
distribution of B ‘
" .available spaces (see  |. : _Franklin

- graph at right). Some | . : Block

blocks have no on- =

street parking. On many. blocks there are large parkmg lots some are larger than demand-

requires, while other blocks could benefit from additional parking. :

= Commercial Lot
B Commercial On-Street

Available Spaces

Tﬁus the pefcentage of parking used on each block also varies substantially. The graph
below shows a large range of the amount of parking used — from a minimum of under 20 ,
percent, to a haximum of 100 percent. . ’

Overall though, there is enough parkmg to meet demand on every block. On some

blocks, it is harder to find, but it is always possible to find parking on the same block one
-wishes to visit. On

only one block, on- . 120%

street parking is often 1
full. Even blocks with
- high on-street parking
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While there is
adequate parking

available.on Franklin,
the use of empty spaces is sometimes hmdered by restrictions Wthh limit their use to one

particular business. Because there is parking available on each block, businesses should |

" be able to share parking more flexibly without sacrificing easy parking for their
customers. Shared parking can also be an important strategy to help improve parking in
the future. Underused lots could be shared by future developments, rather than building
new parking. At the same time, parking resources should be improved in places w1th few
available spaces and a high percentage of use.




Summary — Franklin Building Site

The Franklin Building, at 2615 Franklin, is in the middle of one of the most intensely-
used commercial stretches of Franklin Avenue. However, the block also has the largest
number of available parking spaces. In addition, there is extra on-street parking available
on Pautz Place, a small, one-block long street just south of Franklin. Though some blocks
are occasionally cramped, there is parking available on every block. Overall, visitors to -
this site should have no difficulty finding parking close to their destination.

+ In the two shared parking lots behind the building, less than 50 percent of available
parking is used, even duting peak times (Table 1). However, these spaces are not all

. available for patrons of a business on the Franklin Building site. Approximately half of

. the spaces in the 26 Franklin B lot are reserved for customers of Posl Photography and

Desiring God Ministries. If parking could be shared more flexibly in this lot, the site

would have a large amount of available private parking.

Table 1: Detailed Parking Statistics - 28 FranklinB & C

Night

.| Morning | Afternoon | Evening
Total Number of Cars 22 36 24 2
Parking Volume (vehicles per hour) 147 18 12 16
Turnover (average vehicles per space) 0.6 0.9 0.6 0.1 -
Average duration (minutes per car) 443 64.2 38.8 75
Parking Load (percent of space-minutes used) | 27% 48% 19% 5%

Parking on Franklin itself, though moderately heavy, sees a higher turnover than other
* areas of the site. It is néver so heavily parked that there are no spaces available (Table 2).
- Turnover could be increased slightly through more rigorous enforcement of parking

regulations.

Table 2: Detailed Parking Statistics — Franklin Building Study Area

Morning | Afternoon | Evening | Night
Total Number of Cars 53 140 - 106 159
Parking Volume (vehicles per hour) 353 70 53 47.2
Turnover (average vehicles per space) 0.4 1.1 0.8 . 0.5.
Average duration (minutes per car) | 49 60 . 44.4 473
Parking Load (percent of space-minutes used) .| 22% 53% 30% 28%

Despite its crowded appearance, there is ample parking available around the Franklin
Building site. Thete is room for approximately 48 more vehicles per hour before reaching
a 90-percent parking load, which indicates that parking is néar its useful capacity.
Assuming that the Franklin Building site- maintains its current rate of turnover, it can
support approximately 118 vehicles per hour, shared between all of the businesses in the

. area. This represents a substantial increase over curfent usage. However, to reach this
potential, more flexible shared parking.



